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By %tephpn I L»nton
'-and Timothy S. Robihson, ~.
;. Washinzion PO»-‘S[Q L Writers - - )
The ‘farreaching.. bl"hl} <en~m\e
. U.S. investigation of the recent bomb-
-i._bm"' death. here of "former -Chilean
"y mbassador.~ Orlando Letelisr = has .
- failed so_far to score: any &l’mﬁc'z‘*‘
:_.breakthrouﬂn in soiving the-
“according to. mformed SOUrCES.
.Sosnnsﬂv'e is the pro2 e tnat i
i. eady h2s prom)ted discussions in-’
\olvmv U.S.. Atiorney. General  Ed--
.ward. H: Levi and Central Intelligence-
-Ageney- Du.'ector George Bush; Secre-

&-.l

-tary of State Henry ‘A Kissinger has’: -

also - been- informed of developments. .
.Letelier, 44 former ambassador to

-:tne United S ates,” foreign minister *
‘and minister of defensein the Marxist

‘government of the late Chilean Presi-
dent- Salvador Allende, died Sept. 21-
_when’ -2 ‘bomb exploded beneath- his.
“car -as- he drove -along Emba;sv ‘Row
here., One passenzger, Ronnie XK. et
fitt, . also died. The bombing is. ua-
der- mveshaatzcm by .-the- Federal Bu--
reau-.of . Investigation.- .The CIA.is-

coopcratmgi’ in the probe. atleast to*
the: e\tent of supplymg mtelhdence
‘data accordm" to - ﬂmemmewt -offi- .

. ~-Accordmg to: FBI and Justme De-
-partment sources: : the . FBI - has not:

- cracked thé case, anu there is rio sizgn
that mvestldators are on the Vcrve of..

" a bréakthrough.. .o

-+ The’: probe——here and abroad—baa
'produced‘ no- major- suspects; - ‘these

. sources- say-- EBI.attempts-.to. deter--.

' fine’ the mature of the bomb-that.
caused-the: e\plouon ha\e remamed
. mconclu;n e, the aources say..
o '“he.-r-«mvemdatxon P ) e Leteher’x
déath, moreover,-has' become - partly
mtertwmed with a s=parate investiga-
‘tlon by Carlbbean nations of the crash
* of .. Cuban ‘airliner -off- Barbados.Oct.. -

- 6,'in" which 73. persons died. A-group-

“of Venezuelans. and Cuban exiles has.

‘ thh the mvestr’atlon

“U.S.investigators in “the proberf T
,Leteher‘s killing .are : -also “checking™*

leads among ‘Cuban, exile groups in |
‘the,

ever, that the FBI had established no

clear-link between Cuhau c»ﬂes :mfl"

Letelier’s murder.
CIA officials-micre

13

fhdess s.zv tha
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bebn “hetd: in- Caracas‘m connecuon

“United States-<and: Canbbean T
cotintries.-Informed- sources -say - how.- -

"bnheve thai"o“n""hvcg LFthe_Paexep‘r-» :wom
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""’Chllean rmht:uv 1unta dld not take
‘part.in Letelier’s killinz. accov ding o

. \nformed sources. CLA dl.ecror Bush

* “expressed this view iu a conver sation -

. late last week: with Secretary of State

i }(a«n'w the sowrees said: Wit el
dence. iz CTA hes ‘obtained to sup -
gort thig m:hax cu\)JhS!Cﬁ was: 1\67

- disclosed. - ’

leas apeuhves did
. gppears swynificand
CBRST, w~y criyics oF

le&m -ezime ‘headed by Genn Avguste
A“P.nc het haye souzht io )mk the
‘leaxiunta “with Letolier's: dézth—3.
¢harge vehomeitly deaied b Chilean

E} two feasens,
‘r“e currerf it

~ - officials. Second, the role of the CIA .

“inthe, Lete"er investigation already is
stivring-—a behmd--
»ersy -
- The 1ssue of CIA mvolvement in the

"p obe: was raised during an unusual -

-“meeting Oct 21 at which: Attorney-
»Generzal Le¢i and-.other Justice De-
“naxtment officials discussed - the Leto-
- 1e1 )T'lVPSt'gatIO'l with several cf Lete- "
Amcmca*\ (ol’ea"ues and h\s

," urged Levi to use formal <ubpoanasto
.. ebtain’ mformahon from the €IAC

. _.Levi, these: -seurces, said. rejected this

proposal saying that ‘the CIA was ¢
voporutmv with investigators and tha
sach as move was not- timnely.® y
.The meeting 1t~e1f——drawm" the at-

. cern over. how the Letelxer 'mestl a
i i tion is:carried out.
‘.Among those who talked” thh Lexr
in.addition to Mrs. Let-lier, were- Mar-
cus.G..

“EL

?an associate feliow of-the institute,

_senting them.  Amcng:Justice Depart-
ment officials present was - Assistant.
"Us. '_Attorney FEugene M. Propper;-

r

tmat'on Letelier _had headed a. for-

eign "affairs. research program. at the -

Institute for Policy- Studles before hls
- denth Rt
There has been at 1easf onc other
hl"‘l leve! meetinz at which the
role in. the - Letelier 'probe was dis:
scussed As The lx:‘&s&l’ Post-pRe-
}y "f=pmt°d CIA directse Bush

e

“Lhe CIA's repo*‘rer\ belief tat c\m-"
xill . Lefelizr -

hl- .

A ccordmf' to ﬁewcr:ﬂ- SOUICQS the .
P garoun 0\p1c<sed miszivings abouf the.
CIA's role in the. investigation -and.- -

tor ney general directly into. a murder -
,m»estwatxon——appeared symptomatxc .
~ of the U.S. government’s’intense con-. .-

Raskin, codirector of the Insti;
tvfefor Policy Studies, Saul-Landau, ™

and Michael E. Tigar. a lawyer. reme-- :

who is coordinating the Letelier inves- . .

?A. ‘.

STAT |

~fo imowledzeanie suuives.  see —ano
gecerding to. covernment disclosweg '
fasr year. was invalved in efforts o
cvezthidw the Allerde regime— the
g0z mant in . \»hxch Leteher hm
‘ 5&@1&1 :
I addition. the CI \ has had tles to
'Cubﬂx exiles and_others who hava.
pou according to informed sources.:
. epme. ynder scrutiny in the- Letehe
]’m“sgx"atlon ‘These links raise.the.
nncmbiluz sceovdipT to government |
_oficials, that an attempt to pro;ecute
Letsalier’s assassins, if they are discov-..

¥t by dlsclosure of classxfled infor-
“mation:

-ered. could endanger “national secu--

-The cia abo is re:tucted by lts
charter and- other government reguwla-z

- _tions from engaging in some domestic-1.

“activities. The official. basis for.its.
-participation in the Letelier investiga- -
“tion has not been disclosed. .Under
~»zuidelines” for U. S. intelligence op-
- erations issued by President Ford last |
-February, it appears po=sxbl° that CIA-
Jirvelvement in. the: Letelier probe
Cmight” be-justxfxed ona number of
gcounds. LT R
Jdn defénse of the CI&. ]’uthce De-
_partment’ officials say the lntelh’-’ence
“.agency is caught in an awkward posi- -
tion in the Letelier-investigation. If 1t
.did not participate, ‘it would risk criti--

D \\.»:

cism for concealing information. By f
_ participating, it opens itself to attack -

for allegedly. mampulatmv the pxobe, ]
- these officials say. . :
At the ‘time of hl: death Letehén :
_was the most prominent Chilean critic -
in the United States of the Pinochet .
regime.

 prisoned in Chile for 36¢ days. He .
_‘came to the Umted State; soon, after i
’_hxs release.. -
Letelier, \hchael \Iomtt and \Iof
fitt's wife were on their way to the In- -

Sheridan Circle -along Massachusetts

- .
—— oal

“ ithont serious injury.

After -Allende’s overthrow |
Sept. 11, 1973, Letelier had been im- "

stitute for Policy Studies, a leftist -
“think tank” where all three worked, .
% .. when Letelier's car was wrecked by a
- boinb that exploded as they: crossed -

“Avenue NW. \Ixchael \fofflthsurvn ed

the federal- -investizatien :
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